that date to the same period. 2 The number of extant wayside crosses put up between ca. 1550 and today, not just through the entire length and width of Christian Europe, but also in Spain's and Portugal's former colonies in central and south America, the Caribbean, west Africa and western and southern India, is almost incalculable, amounting to hundreds of thousands. A visual record of the sheer ubiquity of these monuments is provided in a woodcut of 1530 depicting the entry of Emperor Charles V into Munich.
3 On the left side of the image can be seen at least six crosses marking the roads leading in and out of the city in an area of probably no more than 300 square metres (highlighted in [ Fig. 1] by small arrows) .
Erected in ever-larger numbers from the late thirteenth century onwards, wayside crosses constituted the largest network of public images and monuments of the late medieval world. Not only were they everywhere, they were also seen -and interacted with -by nearly everyone, because large sections of the populace were constantly on the move: noblemen travelled between seasonal residences, merchants and peddlers from town to town, peasants journeyed to local markets, and pilgrims to local, regional and international shrines. 4 Given their visual ubiquity and centrality in the organization of late medieval life -for they carried an entire spectrum of religious, folkloric and
